
  

European Alumni Newsletter – Spring 2019 

Dear friends, 

270 alumni and family from 27 countries just spent an amazing 

European Alumni Meeting (EAM) in Ennis, Ireland 2 weeks ago. 

Can’t express how 
big my gratitude 

goes to the 

organizing tEAM, 

the sponsors, the 

participants, as well as the many reactions on FB 

from many of you; it was truly a magical weekend 

on the Emerald Island. And that 25 years after 

UWP’s last tour in Ireland! 

And in the meantime so many other 

exciting things are happening in Europe 

with UWP and its alumni. Enjoy reading 

the latest news and looking forward 

seeing hopefully many of you during an 

upcoming show, local alumni event or 

reunion in Tucson this summer. 

In Ennis we also elected our next Euro Rep, since my term ends August 31st after serving 4 years on 

the Board of Governors (BOG) from UWPIAA. It has been a pleasure and an honour to be able to 

work with so many of you, and the gratitude and respect I received from the alumni in Ennis was 

overwhelming. Exciting times are ahead in Europe, so stay tuned, and let’s see where our roads 
come together again somewhere down the road. 

Jerko Božiković, ‘87A, Belgium, EMEA Rep UWPIAA 

 

A word from our president – Phil Worcester, ‘76C, UWPIAA President 

The Board of Governors (BOG) shared their third combo EAM & Board meeting as a 

group in Ennis, Ireland (after Tallinn and Leiden). Seventeen board members were 

able to interact with all attendee’s through some great pre-program activities and 

also had the opportunity to share in the scheduled meetings. What a wonderful 

way for the BOG to continue experiencing/understanding Alumni of UWP in 

another part of the world. After the EAM, several Alumni took the opportunity to join the BOG 

during their scheduled meeting. Thank you again to all of the organizers and a special thanks to all 

of the Alumni that travelled to the EAM in Ennis to keep their UWP Alumni experience alive! 

I would also like to invite you to attend Reunion ‘19 being held July 24th – 28th at La Paloma Resort 

in Tucson, AZ. More information on our website, www.upwithpeople.org/alumni. I hope you have 

been enjoying our monthly UpBeat newsletter and I encourage you to share any of your Alumni 

http://www.upwithpeople.org/alumni


  

experiences with our Communications team so other Alumni can know what is going on in your 

part of the world. Look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

A word from the Ennis tEAM 

We were delighted and proud to host EAM in Ennis, Co Clare Ireland! Ennis is the county town of 

County Clare, Ireland. 2017 saw Ennis being named ‘Irelands Friendliest town’ - we hope our 

alumni agree!  

270 Alumni and friends came from: Austria, Australia, 

Belgium, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Zstonia, 

Finland, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, 

Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Singapore, 

Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the United 

States to celebrate life-long friendships, cultural 

understanding and continued openness to learning! We hope you got a little insight to Irish people 

and culture and we were so happy to show you a little bit of our country with the trips to Killarney, 

Co. Kerry, The Cliffs of Moher, Co Clare, Inis óirr Co Galway as well as a walk in the Burren region 

of Co. Clare. 

Our goal was to showcase an Irish country town and 

introduce you to Irelands friendliest town, we worked 

very closely with the local community and our sponsors 

to create a fantastic package for you to experience! 

Thank you for coming to our little island! 

And most of all, thank you to our incredible tEAM who 

pulled this off flawless. Many of us didn’t know each 

other, had never been to an EAM before and knew this was an amazing opportunity to bring UWP 

and its alumni back, 25 years after the last Ireland tour. Mary McCullough you were truly our 

leader and inspirator, inviting us to jump in this leap of faith to create this wonderful event. Thank 

you, thank you, thank you to all involved! Michelle, Mary, Brendan, Deirdre, Mary, Jacqui, John, 

Pat, Lesley-Anne, Frances, Elaine and Gaby 

  

Meet Maciej “Magic” from Poland 

Hello friends 😊. Just got back from EAM - my first ever UWP reunion. Emotions and thoughts are 

still buzzing in my head, but I know for sure that I'm not disappointed. 4 days full of fun, 

experiences and answers to questions I've been asking myself, some of them for the past 27 years. 

One thing, however, stands out above the rest: the biggest asset of Up with People is PEOPLE. 

I doubt that one can find a more diverse, colourful and welcoming bunch anywhere. And people 

making the effort of going to reunion, EAM or TAD is definitely worthwhile, even for types like me, 

not fond of ever-present cheesiness and overly emotional UWP hype. From my point of view, and 



  

not only mine, as I gathered from numerous conversations - organization is still flawed and repeats 

same mistakes, but people are treasures. Connection was instant, regardless of age, nationality or 

cast. UWP gave us all a baseline, a common ground of experiences and values to start and follow, 

but people gave me a light of hope. I know I want to see this light again soon. Maciej “Magic” 
Sajecki, Cast A91. 

 

2 new country FB groups in Europe 

The recent EAM in Ennis inspired alumni from Poland and Austria to reconnect with their country 

alumni, so they started local alumni FB pages. The reactions online have already been wonderful. 

Please check at the end of this newsletter if your region, country is already connected. And if 

you’re not yet part of your local alumni group, check in with them today. Am also looking for 

alumni from Spain and Portugal to help create a FB group for our Iberian peninsula friends. Please 

contact me for this. 

 

Up with People Jr in Europe! 

Up with People Junior is a non-profit summer camp for children ages 8 to 12, that promotes global 

and cultural awareness, community service, self-awareness and leadership through performing 

arts. This via learning and performing UWP songs and dances, 

participating in community service projects, and creating 

respect, awareness and appreciation, both locally and globally, 

for different cultures. The kids are equipped with skills and 

habits to make positive changes in their homes, schools, 

community and the world.  

Nearly 300 children participated with 10 Up with People Jr 

camps in the summer of 2018, including our first International 

camp run in Hasselt, Belgium. This year many more camp sites 

are opened, and we hope to impact almost 1.000 kids. This 

summer European camps will be running in Hasselt, Belgium July 1st - 5th and August 26th - 30th 

and also in Evergem, Belgium July 8th - 12th. As alumni of UWP, you have the wonderful 

opportunity to help this program grow and impact more children! Please check out our website to 

find a camp near you. There may be opportunities for volunteering or being a part of the camp 

staff. You can also have opportunity to run a camp in your own community. We’d love to hear 

from you if interested in getting involved.   

You can find more info at www.upwithpeoplejr.org and/or like our Up with People Jr on Facebook. 

We look forward to hearing from you and to explore ways to bring Up with People Jr. to your 

community.  

 

 

http://www.upwithpeoplejr.org/


  

Sweden’s SUWPAA held its General Assembly 

On a sunny day on March 30th in Stockholm, alumni from four eras 

were present including one of the founders of the alumni 

association, Anna C Belfrage. The guest speaker Robert Cygnaeus, 

member of UWP's BOD (board of directors), made an interesting 

presentation about the current work of the BOD, the future 

development of UWP as well as his experiences as main sponsor for 

cast B18's week in Stockholm in November last year. The active 

participation of alum  ni both on site and via video conference from 

different parts of Sweden, resulted in fruitful discussions where 

members presented structured thoughts and suggestions for 

changes in order to improve and make Admissions and PR work 

more efficient in Sweden. Everyone agreed that UWP's message is 

more important than ever and that we can all do something to promote the ideas and thereby 

make more students interested. The board of SUWPAA will continue its work for an active 

network of alumni in Sweden, increase the number of paying members in order to provide 

scholarships for future students but also to support local alumni events.  

 

Local activities 

Several activities are coming up in different countries. For the latest info, please check the country 

websites and Facebook pages. 

A preview: 

• In Belgium they had a successful New Year’s brunch in Liège 
with several new alumni. Cast ‘19A will visit 3 cities this 

spring: Edegem, Gistel and Kinrooi. Several alumni events 

will take place on the show dates. More info will be 

available on the be.UWPaa FB page. See you all at one of 

the shows, the alumni events, alumni booth or alumni 

receptions after the shows! 

• In Estonia Estonian alumni are living their everyday life in year 2019. Everybody is waiting 

for the summer when Estonian Song and Dance festival takes 

place – big events where most of the Estonians participate – 

if not performing then in the audience. At EAM Ennis, Ireland 

4 of the Estonian Alumni were present this year. But we hope 

to have more local alumni participating May 17th when we all 

go to nature and have a tree planting activity including picnic 

and good chat with friends in a wild forest.  

• In Finland they hold their Annual meeting of FUWPAA and all are invited. This is an open 

invitation to the Finnish Up with People Alumni Association’s annual meeting = general 
assembly. It will be held in Helsinki on April 28th starting at 12 noon. We will have a brunch 



  

and a meeting combined at Kiila Food & Bar, Kalevankatu 1. Brunch costs 22,50€ per 
person. For the table reservation, please sign up at fuwpaa@gmail.com. Warmly Welcome! 

• In Germany the Sing-Out Germany Annual Meeting at Biederbach in the Black Forest is 

from Thursday 20 – Sunday 23 June. Alumni from Sing-Out Germany invite all Up with 

People and Sing-Out alumni to spend a weekend in the Black Forest. For more information 

please contact Gregor through international@avuwpd.de 

• Also in Germany the German General Assembly is held from 3-6 October 2019 in Bochum. 

Join us for an exciting weekend. There will be opportunities to explore the city and the 

surroundings, alumni will offer a special workshop programme on various topics and of 

course we will have a big party, celebrating 25 years of the UWP-Survival-Band! More 

information and registration available at 

https://avuwpd.events.idloom.com/jahrestreffen2019bochum  

• in Switzerland the UWPSAA is celebrating its 30th birthday at 

the annual SAM (Swiss Alumni Meeting), which will take place 

from October 25 to 27 in Malbun, Liechtenstein! More details 

will follow via the UWPSAA website and FB page. Their snow 

weekend in March was once again filled with great fun and lots 

of talking, eating and even some skiing! Why don’t you join 
them next year? 

 

TAD gathering in Tallinn 23rd November 2019 

The Triangle Alumni Date is celebrating its 10th year and 

will happen in Tallinn on November 23rd. Originally 

started to gather alumni from Estonia, Finland and 

Sweden, it has grown out now to be the perfect winter 

city trip with many alumni from several countries. More 

info @ Triangle Alumni Date Facebook group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TriangleAlumniDate/. 

 

 

Young alumni give their thoughts about connecting back to UWP post-

travel by Megan Luebke 

Six young alumni – Matthew Serafin (‘16A USA), Megan Luebke (‘09B USA), Giselle Kuri Carrasco 

(‘13A Mexico), Yukari Hanamura (‘10A Japan), Jiamin Zhu (‘11A China) and Joram De Maeseneer 

(‘14B Belgium) spoke to the attendees at EAM 2019 

about their experiences after traveling with UWP and 

how the larger alumni network can better connect 

those who just get off the road.  

That connection, the young alumni seemed to agree 

upon, starts in phases. “We are all here as ‘the one 

mailto:fuwpaa@gmail.com
mailto:international@avuwpd.de
https://avuwpd.events.idloom.com/jahrestreffen2019bochum
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TriangleAlumniDate/


  

young group,’” said Matthew. “But I’m at a different place – and all of my cast mates are at a 

different place – than [other casts]. I have cast mates who are still in University and haven’t 
graduated yet. The idea that they are able to give tons of hours or dollars to the alumni 

association or to UWP; they don’t have that time.” 

In a sense, some young alumni may need a bit of time away from UWP before they gravitate back 

to the organization and its alumni association. Megan agreed. “There’s so much transition that 
happens. When I got off the road, I was so focused on just keeping connected with my cast . . . As 

we continue throughout life and searching for new networks, new opportunities, and new groups 

of friends, we start to realize the impact that UWP has had and it starts to come full circle.” 

No matter when you travelled or worked for UWP, check out this page 

https://www.facebook.com/uwpyoungalumni/ as well as the list of local clubs and associations to 

be connected to alumni near you: https://upwithpeople.org/alumni/stay-connected/local-clubs-

associations/ 

 

On the road – Off the road 

We have 20 Europeans who travelled in ‘18B. 

Please welcome them back home in your 

local alumni associations, clubs, organizations 

and communities:  

• Juliette, Leonie, Karolijn from Belgium 

• Oliver from Denmark 

• Lydia, Linda, Kaisa from Finland 

• Matteo from France  

• Julia from Germany 

• Annette, Pleun, Lara, Demi from the 

Netherlands 

• Celeste, Andree from Sweden 

• Nicole, Samuel, Alexandra, Lieve, 

Melanie from Switzerland 

There are currently 17 European students 

traveling in cast ‘19A. Please say hi when you 

go see the show on their upcoming European 

tour: 

• Antoinette, Romane, Apolline, Larissa, 

Maëlle, Charlotte, Virginie from 

Belgium 

• Ahmed, Andreas from Germany 

• Leonor, Marije, Carmen from the 

Netherlands 

• Fredrik from Norway 

• Leandra, Jacqueline, Elena, Nadine 

from Switzerland

 

Meet your new EMEA Rep as from 1 September 2019 

Hi, I am Birger Husted and the new Euro Rep from September 1st 2019, 

representing European Alumni on the board of the Up With People 

International Alumni Association. I will take over the role from Jerko 

Bozikovic. I travelled with cast A87. I am originally from Denmark, but have 

lived and worked in the Czech Republic since 1992. I have my own company 

and function as a Management Consultant and Executive Search partner for 

international companies starting operations in Central Europe.  

https://www.facebook.com/uwpyoungalumni/
https://upwithpeople.org/alumni/stay-connected/local-clubs-associations/
https://upwithpeople.org/alumni/stay-connected/local-clubs-associations/


  

My focus as Euro Rep will be to help run changes creating a European structure for alumni, that 

we already started with an alumni committee a few months ago. We will establish committees 

across European borders to ensure a better impact and a distributed workload and better 

opportunities to generate valuable activities for alumni. It should result in a legal pan-European 

UWP alumni entity and focus on bringing alumni together professionally and socially. Utilizing the 

trust we have in each other and our shared values. Allowing us to share and exchange i.e. summer 

houses, exchange kids, and inspire each other professionally, both work-related as well as in the 

charity or local initiatives most of us are engaged in. Not just being together because we once 

travelled with UWP, but bringing us together because of who we are and what we do every day. 

Do you want to get involved then please contact me at husted@husted.cz. There is room for 

everyone. 

 

Interesting facts on European students in the past 10 years (20 semester casts) 

As European alumni we often feel UWP is an American organization. In many ways it is, and in 

many ways we need to relook at our beliefs regarding this. One of the assumptions we still carry is 

that in the cast the big majority are American students. Well, here are some interesting facts. 

In the past 10 years (20 casts) 1.284 

students travelled. 38,24% were from the 

USA, 36,87% were European and 24,89% is 

from Mexico, Latin America, Asia and 

Africa. I would say pretty good diversity, 

don’t you think so? 

Another interesting fact is the division per 

country. What could be our take-aways 

from this data: that this means we have in 

total an average of 64,2 first semester 

students per cast. That is not enough to 

keep the organization sustainable. Also that 

we as countries, associations, clubs and individuals can do better to bring new students to the 

program.  

A few ways we can help UWP admissions (input from Beyah Rasool, director of recruitment): 

• Do you know any teenagers that should know about UWP? Bring travel aged students (18-

29) to any upcoming shows in Europe! 

• We have a special backstage tour in every city for travel age young people interested in 

learning more! We would love to welcome anyone you invite!  

• Are you a teacher/educator, want UWP to come to your school – contact me directly at 

brasool@upwithpeople.org  

• We are working on a partnership with Thomas More College in Mechelen, Belgium. We’re 
very excited about the potential for this partnership.  

mailto:husted@husted.cz
mailto:brasool@upwithpeople.org


  

• May 8th - 24th, we will have a team of admissions staff (“PRs”) that are available to come 
talk to your students (in Belgium or anywhere else in Europe). They can be flexible with 

their travels for the right opportunity! Please let me know if you have young people and/or 

their parents that would like to meet our team!  

Let’s do this together, because we sure know the world can use more UWP people impacting 
communities right now. 

 

A word from Brad Bungum, our European VP of UWP on the future of UWP and 

upcoming tours till fall 2020 

Dear Friends, first of all, congratulations to tEAM Ireland for an amazing time in 

Ennis. The bar continues to be raised in terms of how special and grand EAM 

gatherings are becoming. And on a personal note, Irish hospitality is truly s  

econd-to-none! For those of you who attended EAM, and heard Dale Penny 

speak, you know that there are a number key initiatives taking place at the moment that will 

positively change the way the UWP program addresses the future.  Many details are still being 

worked-out, but we are in the midst of evaluating the incorporation of ‘UWP Jr’ and ‘Camp UWP’ 
into the ‘UWP on Tour’ world of program offerings, leading to what we’re calling “Up with People 
Cities”.  

In a sense, an UWP City is a city where “UWP never leaves”. A combination of Jr Camps every 
summer, community service activities carried out in the community over a two year period, and 

regular visits from the touring Cast, will give UWP Cities a constant reminder that UWP is truly a 

part of their community.  The scalability of UWP Jr. makes it a key component in making this 

happen, as we expand the number of Jr Camps dramatically over the coming years. You’ll hear 
more info on the “UWP City” concept as things evolve. 

Other initiatives being discussed and worked on include an evaluation of our tuition model, length 

of tours, and expanded partnerships with universities to offer shorter “gap opportunities” for 
university students to join a touring cast for a two-three week period. Admissions/Recruiting is the 

main driver behind both of these projects, and as usual, alumni play a major role and continue to 

offer tremendous support. 

European Tours (all show/ticket details can be found here: https://upwithpeople.org/tours-

events/ ) 

 

Spring 2019, 5 weeks: 

• 30 April – 6 May: Edegem, Belgium 

• 6-13 May: Gistel, Belgium 

• 13-20 May: Kinrooi, Belgium 

• 20-27 May: Bocholt, Germany 

• 27 May – 4 June: Skive, Denmark 

 

Fall 2019, 8 weeks: 

• 14-21 October: Matera, Italy 

• 21-28 October: Italy 

• 28 Oct-4 Nov: Agrigento, Italy 

• 4-11 November: Italy 

• 11-18 November: Italy 

https://upwithpeople.org/tours-events/
https://upwithpeople.org/tours-events/


  

• 18-25 November: Donaueschingen, 

Germany 

• 25 Nov-2 Dec: Geneve, Switzerland 

• 2-10 December: Rome, Italy 

 

Spring 2020, 5 weeks: 

• 4-18 May: 

Benelux/Germany/Denmark 

• 18-25 May: Liege, Belgium (EAM 

2020) 

• 25 May-1 June: Brakel, Belgium 

• 1-9 June: Benelux/Germany/Denmark 

 

Fall 2020, 5 weeks: 

• 2-9 November: Bulach, Switzerland 

• 9-16 November: Gotha, Germany 

• 16-23 November: Brugge, Belgium 

• 23 Nov-8 Dec: 

Benelux/Germany/Denmark 

 

As always, please feel free to reach out to me directly (bbungum@upwithpeople.org /+45 

40542321) with questions, ideas, feedback, and opportunities to bring UWP to your city or region. 

I’m always grateful. My best, Brad 

 

European tour cast ‘19A – 3 countries to go and see the cast 

Edegem, Belgium  

• Shows: May 3 & 4, 2019 – Reception after show (Show time: 19:30 – 21:30) 

• Venue: Sporthal Kattenbroek, Kattenbroek 14 2650 Edegem, Belgium 

Gistel, Belgium 

• Shows: May 10 & 11, 2019 – Reception after show  (Show time: 20:00 – 22:00) 

• Venue: Zomerloos, Sportstraat 1 8470 Gistel, Belgium 

Kinrooi, Belgium 

• Shows: May 17, 2019  – Reception after show (Show time: 20:00 – 22:00) 

• May 18, 2019 – Receptions after both shows. (Show 1: 14:00 – 16:00 / Show 2: 20:00 – 

22:00) 

• Venue: Molenbeersel Hall, De Stegel, België, Weertersteenweg 363 Kinrooi, Belgium 

Bocholt, Germany 

• Shows: May 22 and 23, 2019 – Reception BEFORE show at 18:00 (Show time: 19:00 – 

21:00) 

• Venue: Stadttheater Bocholt, Berliner Pl. 1 46395 Bocholt, Germany 

mailto:bbungum@upwithpeople.org


  

Skive, Denmark 

• Shows: May 29, 2019  – Reception after show (Show time: 19:30 – 21:30) 

• Venue: Kulturcenter Limfjord, Skyttevej 12, 7800 Skive 

If you’d like to support UWP in any of these cities, or host a member of the Advance Team or Cast, 
please contact Arnab Dewan at adewan@upwithpeople.org Also, use this link and go directly to 

venue and ticket information: http://www.upwithpeople.org/world-tour/index.html  

You can also find specific information via Facebook by, for example, searching on UWP Stockholm, 

where you will be directed to the UWP FB Event page. Every city will also have an alumni reception 

 

Stay in contact – European FB pages 

• Austria 

o Up With People - Austrian 

Alumni 

• Balkan countries 

o Up with People Balkan 

countries 

• Belgium 

o be.UWPaa – Belgian UWP 

Alumni Association 

• Czech Republic and Slovakia 

o Up With People Alumni CZ + 

SK, Czech Republic and 

Slovakia 

• Denmark 

o Up with People, Alumni, 

Denmark 

• Estonia  

o Chamber of Goodwill 

o www.will.ee 

• Finland 

o FUWPAA – Finnish Up with 

People Alumni Association 

o www.fuwpaa.2ya.com 

• France 

o Up with People alumni France 

• Germany  

o Alumni Vereinigung Up with 

People Deutschland e.V. 

o www.avuwpd.de  

• Ireland (2 FB groups) 

o Up with People alumni Ireland 

o UWP Irish Alumni 

• Italy 

o UwP Italian Alumni 

• Norway 

o Up with People Alumni Norge 

• Poland 

o Up with People - Alumni z 

Polski 

• Sweden 

o SUWPAA – Swedish Up With 

People Alumni Association 

o www.suwpaa.se 

• Switzerland 

o UWPSAA – Up with People 

Swiss Alumni Association 

o www.uwpsaa.ch  

• The Netherlands 

o AlumNet Netherlands 

o www.alumnet.nl  

• United Kingdom (2 FB groups) 

o Up with People alumni UK 

o Up with People UK 

• EAM – European Alumni Meeting 

o EAM Up with People 

International Alumni 

Association 

o www.uwpeam.com  

• Up with People and Up with People 

International Alumni Association 

mailto:adewan@upwithpeople.org
http://www.upwithpeople.org/world-tour/index.html
http://www.will.ee/
http://www.fuwpaa.2ya.com/
http://www.avuwpd.de/
http://www.suwpaa.se/
http://www.uwpsaa.ch/
http://www.alumnet.nl/
http://www.uwpeam.com/


  

o www.upwithpeople.org  

• UWP Jr 

o Up with People Jr 

o www.upwithpeoplejr.org  

• Students who travelled after 2004 

o Up with People 2004+ Alumni

 

Do you have news to share with your fellow European alumni, go share it on the 

European Alumni FB page. If you want to contact me, use the UWPIAA contact 

form and select "European representative" as your contact. 

Jerko Bozikovic, Belgium, ‘87A, EMEA Rep UWPIAA 

http://www.upwithpeople.org/
http://www.upwithpeoplejr.org/
https://upwithpeople.org/alumni/contact-uwpiaa/
https://upwithpeople.org/alumni/contact-uwpiaa/

